We herein report a case of primary adenocarcinoma of the appendix, a very rare disease that is seldom diagnosed before surgical intervention. This case was first suspected for its unique colonoscopic presentation as a cecal submucosal tumor with an overlying mucin-coat at the appendiceal orifice. The diagnosis was later confirmed after the operation. The imaging features of this exceptional disease are presented in detail.
Introduction
Primary adenocarcinoma of the appendix is an extremely rare disease with an incidence of approximately 0.08%0 .1% of all previously reported appendectomy specimens (1, 2) . Appropriate preoperative diagnosis of appendiceal adenocarcinoma is rare and difficult by either radiology (3) (Fig. 2) . Abdominal computed tomography demonstrated a cecal mass without significant lymph nodes enlargement in the abdominal cavity (Fig. 3) .
After completing the above examinations, a mucinsecreting appendiceal tumor was diagnosed. During the operation, a 2×2 centimeter whitish firm tumor mass was found at the appendiceal orifice, which obliterated the lumen of the appendix (Fig. 4) d o mi n a l c o mp u t e d t o mo g r a p h y d e mo n s t r a t e d  a c e c a l ma s s ( wh i t e s o l i d a r r o w) wi t h o u t s i g n i f i c a n t l y mp h  n o d e e n l a r g e me n t i n t h e a b d o mi n a l c a v i t y .   F i g u r e 4 . T h e c r o s s -s e c t i o n s h o we d a t u mo r ( wh i t e s o l i d a rr o w) wi t h mu c o i d ma t e r i a l o b l i t e r a t i n g t h e a p p e n d i c e a l  o r i f i c e . (3, 6, 8) .
c m i n d i a me t e r wa s f o u n d i n t h e c e c u m n e a r t h e i l e o c e c a l v a l v e wi t h a c o n g e s t i v e s u r f a c e a n d c o v e r e d b y a t h i n l a y e r o f mu c i n . An o b l i t e r a t e d a p p e n d i c e a l o r i f i c e ( a r r o wh e a d s ) wa s p r e s e n t o n t h e t o p o f t h e t u mo r .

F i g u r e 2 . Do u b l e c o n t r a s t b a r i u m s t u d y o f t h e c o l o n d e m o n s t r a t e d a n a p p e n d i c e a l t u mo r ( b l a c k s o l i d a r r o w) a b o u t 2 c m i n d i a me t e r o v e r t h e a n t e r i o r wa l l o f t h e c e c u m wi t h a n u mb i l i c u s a t t h e t o p .
F i g u r e 3 . Ab
F i g u r e 5 . P a t h o l o g y r e v e a l e d a we l l -d i f f e r e n t i a t e d a d e n oc a r c i n o ma a r i s i n g f r o m t h e a p p e n d i c e a l mu c o s a wi t h f o c a l i nv a s i o n t o t h e s u b mu c o s a .
There was no tumor recurrence after 44 months of followup.
Discussion
Primary adenocarcinoma of the appendix is a rare disease, representing less than 0.5% of all gastrointestinal malignancy (4, 5). Even with the technological advancement of examination techniques, it is still difficult to make a precise
Whether 
